
Unbelievable!  That sums up what 
I can say about last weekend’s 
deluge of rain (I can say other 

things, but Editor Phil probably won’t 
print them!).   It was quite a sight see-
ing all of the raindrops initially bounc-
ing on the surface of the lake, then 
swirling in cascading sheets across the 
water.  The downpours were so strong at 
times, I couldn’t see the other side of the 
lake.  Then came the “fun” of roughing it 
for the 6 hours that the power was out 
… and feeling envious of those with gen-
erators!  With more rain in the forecast, 
the lake will potentially rise even high-
er.  Please, please, please be aware of 
your wake while you’re boating.  We 
have piers around the lake that are 
almost under water and waves from the 
boats are not going to help the situation.   
 Remember tonight (June 16) is the 
Spaghetti Dinner, prepared and hosted 
by the West Shore/Cove.  Take advan-
tage of having a no-cooking evening and 

come visit with your friends!  Hopefully 
you have already purchased your tickets 
but if you haven’t, you have UNTIL 1 
pm TODAY to buy them via Linda 
Rasmussen.  You may call or text Linda 
at 574-286-0054 to make arrangements.  
Tickets are $5 (ages 4-10) and $8 (ages 
11 and up) and all proceeds will go to 
the Birch Lake Water Quality fund.   So 
not only do you get to enjoy a delicious 
meal, you also help keep our lake pris-
tine.  I hope to see you all at the Yacht 
Club between 5:30 – 7:30 this evening.  
Again, purchase your tickets by 1 pm 
today because there will not be any tick-
ets sales at the door.  
 You’ll notice a new event added to 
the calendar.  The Pooch Parade is on!  
It will be held Saturday, September 1 
(Labor Day weekend).  More details will 
be coming in a future Barker.
 Happy Father’s Day on Sunday to 
every dad on the lake, dad in heaven, 
grand-dads, step-dads and foster dads.  
Dads are ordinary men turned by love 
into heroes, princes and adventurers.   I 
hope you enjoy your day and get to 
spend it doing whatever it is you delight 
in doing!

Enjoy your weekend.
 ~Cheers! Commodore Karen
 
Farewell and thanks
 After more than 60 years the 
Kruggel family no longer has a presence 
on Birch Lake.  Herm Kruggel called 

Commodore’s 
Comments

2018
Birch Lake Calendar

June 16 - Spaghetti dinner, 
               5:30 - 7:30 
June 30 - House Walk, 10 am - 2 pm
July 7 - Fireworks, dark
July 8 - Camp T Pancake Breakfast
July 20 - Ladies Golf
July 27 - Men’s Golf, Noon, Park Shore
Aug 4 - Corn & Sausage
Aug 18 - Fall Dinner (tba)
TBA- Soup/Chili Challenge
Sept 1 - Pooch Parade
2018 BLYC Board Meetings

(all meetings start at 9 am) 
July 14, August 11, Sept – TBA 

More info as available.  Dates subject to 
change. Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items in the 
stone/mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other material returned.  To contact 

Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or to contact Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, call  574-261-6712 or email karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com.

Bob Palm of the south side sent in this photo of our resident lake monster, Birchie, with the following note: “I observed this 
large fish for several minutes from my pier on 5/26/18. Please see the attached pictures ...  Based on the size of my turtle raft 
I estimate it was at least 4 feet long. I’d like an opinion from a conservation officer, but I’ve had others tell me this could be a 
Lake Sturgeon. It is unlike any carp or sucker I’ve ever seen.  Keep all pets and small children out of the water until further 
notice HA HA!!”  If it is a sturgeon, we’re asking Commodore Karen to have a caviar party at the yacht club!

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

The
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Of 
June 16

2018



last week and informed us that his home 
had sold, and he is leaving with great 
sorrow and even greater memories.  He 
wishes to thank all of his Birch Lake 
friends and neighbors for the all of the 
great times, all of the friendship and 
love that they shared with he, Bev and 
their children.  You will be greatly 
missed Kruggels.  We wish you well.

Site for last AED being sought
 Birch Lake is in seeking a spot for 
the sixth (and final) AED (cardiac 
defibrillator) to be located somewhere 
near Story Hill on the southwest side of 
the lake.  The spot for the AED must be 
accessible by car, easy to see, shaded in 
the summer, and preferably facing north 
to shield it from direct summer sun and 
heat.  Hom owner must agree to pay for 
the (minimal) cost of electricity for the 
heater.  If you are interested or would 
like more information contact Phil Vitale 
at 476-1680.

Birchie on the cover
 After receiving the photos of the 
mystery fish from Bob Palm, I forward-
ed the lot to Larry Poynter, who works 
for the Michigan DEQ.  Here is his 
response:  Hello, Phil,  I’m going to call 
it a carp (really large scales & pectoral 
fin), but that’s just a non-professional, 
fisher’s opinion. I’m going to leave it up 
to the local MDNR Fisheries Biologist, 
and Supervisor at the Plainwell OSC, 

Mr. Brian Gunderman, who is copied on 
this. Perhaps a Bowfin?  Hopefully not a 
Bighead … LDP.
 Here is Brian’s response:  Thanks 
for sending the photos! The fish in the 
picture is a common carp. The state 
record carp is 61.5 pounds. The carp in 
Birch Lake is a big one, but I do not 
think it would be a new state record 
(yet). Although common carp are not 
native to Michigan, they are widespread 
due to stocking in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. 

Update on Road Closures 
from last weekend ...
 The Cass County Sheriff has 
advised us that as of Monday, the follow-
ing roads were closed from the six-plus 
inches of rain in a short amount of time 
causing road or culvert failure over the 
weekend:
n Oil City from Davis Lk St to Ashton
n Mt Zion from Stewart to Calvin Ctr
n Cassopolis from Crooked Creek to 
Osborn
n Mason St from Calvin Ctr to Tharp 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply StUnning
     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     this is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our artist in residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.



Lk
n Bulhand from Lamb to Calvin Ctr 1 
lane closed
 Roads previously closed and contin-
ue to be closed due to prior flooding:
n Carter Lake St from Birch to Baldwin 
Prairie
n Wade Road from Chain Lk to Mt Zion
n McKenzie St from Lawrence to Goff 
Lk

Water over the Road Signs Posted
n Davis Lk from Lane to Ashton
n North Shore from Davis Lk to Calvin 
Hill
Chapel Hill from Tharp Lk to Calvin n 
Ctr
n Tharp Lk from Chapel Hill to Hawks 
St
 More rain is forecast for the coming 
days and weeks so similar flooding activ-
ity is expected if rain totals are substan-
tial. The public is urged to you caution 
during upcoming rain events and antici-
pate water over the road in these area in 
particular or any other areas that are 
known to commonly flood during exces-
sive rain. Attempting to cross areas 
where water stands more than a couple 
inches deep or is running over the road 
can cause damage to the roadway due to 
washouts and sink holes in the gravel 
under the pavement. This can be dan-
gerous. Several people were stranded 
over the weekend and had to be rescued. 
In situations such as these you are rec-
ommended to turn around and find an 
alternate route whenever possible.

Birch Lake Notes

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for 
the rainy day pics ... the top photo he calls 

“all hat and no cattle”



By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

This year Frankie’s has 
DONe IT AgAIN...

by showing even more of our traditions.  More items 
are made from scratch, and we are putting a lit-

tle more love into the food and service.  We added new menu items, offering 
healthier choice options, gave the kid’s menu more thought, and are doing 
new, exciting specials. Follow us on Facebook to see the national Food Hol-
iday’s we are celebrating.  it’s a new twist on our classic menu, giving our 
guests something to try in a fun way.

YOu’Re gONNA LOve IT!
Open M-th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday.  Daily food & drink specials

Follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks



Birch Lake Notes

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MANFRiDAY, JULY 27  2018 - $75/MAn

BLYC 58th AnnUAL Birch Lake Yacht Club

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration

2018 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information
Must have completed registrations by July 16

PARK SHORE gOLF CLUB
610 Park Shore Dr., Cassopolis

Shotgun start at noon 
Dinner to follow at BLYC

Cocktail hour at 6 pm; Dinner at 7 pm; Winners announced and prizes awarded

Please submit your foursome and registration to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
Make checks payable to Birch Lake Yacht Club.

Individual registrations accepted.  If you don’t have a team, I can match you up.

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

___________________________________________ ________________________________________

____________________________________________ _________________________________________

2017 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information2018 BLYC Men’s golf Outing Foursome information

need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if i can help! 

Lake references available.

general Handyman Services

Couldn’t resist just one more image of Birchie .... Thanks for 
sharing, Bob!



Birch Lake House Walk
 Welcome once again to the Birch 
Lake House Walk - hard to believe it has 
been 3 years! We are very excited to have 
6 families who have graciously offered 
to open their homes on Saturday, June 
30, from 10 am - 2 pm. As always, some 
charming lake cottages as well as some 
newly constructed and remodeled homes 
are included in the tour. 
 This year we are featuring the fol-
lowing homes: Petty’s and Karceski’s on 
the North side, Koscielski’s  in the cove, 
and Cassidy’s, Stitz’s and Seyfarth’s on 
the East side. As always, the event is a 
great way to connect with old friends, 
make new ones, and invite your friends 
from off the lake as well as to see the 
inside of some of your favorite homes. 
All proceeds from the event are going 
for camp Tannadoonah scholarships for 
underprivileged children. 
 As usual, the event will start at the 
beautiful Wozniak barn at 63016 Birch 
Rd, where  everyone must check in to go 
on the tour. From there, you will walk 
across the street to the first home and 
then be whisked away by pontoon for 
your tour. The first boats leave at 10 
am and run continuously. Please note ... 
the last boat tour leaves at 12:30 pm so 
that everyone completes the tour by 2 
pm. A limited amount of parking will be 
available at the barn, so please carpool 
or walk if possible. Truly a fun day with 
the pontoon boats adding a special touch 
that make it a charming event for a 
great cause! 
 Tickets are priced the same as in 
years past and will be $15 pre-sale, and 
$20 at the door. Tickets can be bought 
through Denny Weesner and Sue Wil-
liams on the South side, Vickie Rogers 
and Julie Sheffieck on the West side and 
Cove, and  Carla Chester  and Linda 
Yoshizawa on the East side. Hope to see 
you there!

Featured House #5 - tom and Barb 
Cassady —- 63486 Birch Rd
 Barb and Tom Cassady purchased 
their home in the summer of 2014 from 
Judy and Dave Olson. Both of them grew 
up on Eagle Lake and feel Birch has the 
quiet and peacefulness that Eagle Lake 

had 30 years ago. They wanted a place 
for their three children (and two daugh-
ters-in-law): Tom (Britt), Bob (Tess), 
and Maggie and their future families to 
enjoy.
 The cottage was remodeled in 2007 
and an addition was added. They have 
made some minor changes to their lake 
home, but have appreciated the Olson’s 
great taste. They love sitting in the living 
area and looking out at the water. They 
say it seems like you are floating on the 
water, since the water is all you can see. 
The home has a guest house area that is 
accessed through the attached garage. 
This provides just enough privacy for 
their guests. Under the open, spiral 
staircase is a great hiding spot for their 
grandchildren when playing hide and 
seek. 
 They believe the best part about 
living at Birch Lake is being welcomed 
into an inviting and vibrant community.

Featured House #6 - John and tri-
cia Stitz —-63392 Birch Rd
 The Stitz Family currently live in 
Westfield Indiana, just north of India-
napolis, but were introduced to Birch 
Lake while living in Granger, Indiana. 
It was the Fourth of July, 2002 when 
they were guests on Birch Lake for the 

first time. They were quickly impressed 
with how clean and beautiful the water 
was and how friendly Birch Lakers were. 
They purchased their cottage on the 
east side very shortly after, which was 
August, 2002.  
 In the early years, their cottage was 
always overflowing with cousins and 
friends. They say their very best mem-
ories were made here on the east side 
watching their kids grow up. 

 They always 
had a full house de-
spite the size and age 
of their cottage.  John 
and Tricia slept on 
the porch and packed 
the kids in upstairs 
in bunk beds. Their 
record attendance one 
weekend was 22, all 
sharing one bathroom! 
     In 2009, John 
and Tricia’s business 
required them to relo-
cate to the north side 
of Indianapolis. They 
hated to leave Grang-
er after 18 years. They 
especially hated the 
thought of leaving 
Birch Lake.  Thank 
God for the new by-
pass and improve-

ments on 31! 
     Their aging little cottage required ex-
pensive repairs and exhausting upkeep. 
It became harder and harder to relax 
when they knew they had to spend the 
weekend working. Their love of Birch 
Lake brought them to the decision to 
plan for a new place. Even though they 
loved their cottage the way it was, it was 
time for some changes. In 2015, they 
completed the full teardown and build 
of their new lake home, which stands on 
the exact foot print of their cottage. 
 Because they were sentimental to 
the original cottage, they spared some of 
the original porch windows to incorpo-
rate as decoration (lead paint and all).  
They also saved the custom-built mantle 
(built by Tricia’s father) and are using it 
in their new home. 
 What they say they most like about 
the home is the openness to the water 
and several outdoor seating areas where 
you can enjoy being outside and on the 
lake. The incredible people at Birch Lake 
made them want to stay.  They say they 
have been blessed with the best neigh-
bors who feel like family.

Birch Lake House Walk is June 30



Birch Lake Notes

Ladies’  FUN!!!!  Golf Outing
JULy 20  

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 am Tee Off  -  $35 per golfer
Fee includes cart and lunch

Make checks payable to BLYC

Deadline for Registration is July 8

Lunch at BLyC following the Outing
Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member. 

If you want to golf, but do not have a team, please contact Patty Luecht 476-2615 
and I will do my best to help you get a team together. 

Team Members
1.  _______________________________               3.________________________________

2.  ________________________________               4._______________________________

*Sponsors are greatly appreciated!!

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Fleet Captain’s Jibe #5

Bill Luecht, an Engineering 
Graduate of Purdue, has an 
invention we use to make putting 

up and taking down our tall and heavy 
MC masts here on the east side that he 
named the “Upper Downer.”  The wind 
this Sunday was up and down, too.  We 
held all three races for the Sunfish 
Sailors, as normal but only two official 
race for the MC’s because we only had 
two of the larger boats out there for the 
first race, so it did not count in the sea-
son standings, since we have a three 
boat minimum policy.  However, I think 
most everyone had a fun afternoon.
 Bad Patty Luecht, Questionable 
Patti Russwurm had a guest person 
staffing the Race Committee Boat 
Sunday, Big Keith Kinzler, “The enforc-
er.”  Thanks you all and Tom Cassady 
for setting the marks, the buoys we sail 
around, and Bill Luecht for keeping the 
scores.
 The Skippers & Crew meeting is 

this Saturday June 16 at 4:30 pm at my 
house, the A-Frame on the east side, 
beer and water provided.  If you plan on 
sailing in even one race this year, or you 
want to learn a little bit about the races, 
please plan on attending.  The new start 
warning change took place last week, 
and it seemed to work very well.  The 
Committee Race Boat blew the air horn 
two short blasts on the prestart, 
five-minute mark for MCs, and at the 
three minute mark for the Sunfish fleet.  
At the start the air horn was blown for a 
longer blast.  This was done so skippers 
who are too far away to hear the com-
mands from Bad Patty over the bull-
horn, the air horn is much louder to get 
their attention, so they can set their 
stopwatches for the start.  This early in 
the season we see a lot of sailor errors 
especially on the starts.  I know it is 
hard to believe but I too, the beloved 
Fleet Captain, has been known to made 
a rare error.

 Free beginner sailing classes this 
summer at the McGann’s A-Frame cot-
tage on the east side.  It will be for 
adults and kids on the lake who wish to 
learn the basics from bow to stern.  
Classes will start on Sunday June 24 on 
the next four Sunday’s at 4-5  pm.  
Please RSVP to Pat@McGannHay.com 
or text/call 574-532-5377.
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes…~JPM

2018

2018 BLYC Season Sailing Results
.............................................................................................................................................Race ..............Grand ...............................................
Race ........................................................................6 ..............7 ..............8 ...................... Total  .............. Total .......................................Point
Date ....................................................................10-Jun ....10-Jun ....10-Jun ................Points .............Points ................................ Average
MC Scow
Phil Vitale  #500 ........................................................................3 ..............3 ...................... 4332 ............... 5776 .......................... 1925.333333
Scott Troeger  #1489 ................................................................1 ..............1 ...................... 9363 .............. 10963 ......................... 1827.166667
Barb Cassady/Maggie Cassady #2506 ..................................2 ..............2 ...................... 9363 .............. 10884 .......................................1814
Bill Luecht  #1579 ............................................................................................................... 5701 ............... 7070 .....................................1767.5
Sunfish
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ................................. 3 ..............1 ..............1 ..................... 12255 ............. 15145 ................................1893.125
Peter Soldato ...........................................................1 ..............2 ..............3 ......................11951 ............. 14920 .......................................1865
Pat McGann .............................................................4 ..............3 ..............2 ......................11639 ............. 14760 .......................................1845
Bob Niezgodski .................................................................................................................. 6131 ............... 8723 .....................................1744.6
Herb Cleveland ........................................................ 5 ..............5 ..............5 ..................... 10745 ............. 13633 ................................1704.125
Jeff Walls ..................................................................6 ..............6 ..............6 ...................... 9526 ...............11976 .......................................1497
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) .............................................................................................. 4186 ............... 4186 .......................... 1395.333333
Stewart Spratt ..........................................................2 ..............4 ..............4 ...................... 7942 ............... 7942 .......................... 1323.666667

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqual-
ified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward 
minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; 
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races 
attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZiMMY’S tAVERn
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * StORAgE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
in the heart of Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
10 am - 7 p m
Friday - Sunday

HAS MOVED!

I have partnered with the Michigan 
Loon Preservation Association 
(MLPA) as part of a statewide 

Loonwatch Program, currently mon-
itoring over 500 Michigan lakes.  
Their mission is to conserve the loon 
population through research, habi-
tat protection and public awareness.  
Each Ranger submits a report of their 
observations at the end of the summer 
season.  
 Loons normally make Southwest 
Michigan a temporary stopping point 
during spring migration as they head 
further north, the most common area 
for loons to nest.  It is unusual and 
fortunate that Birch Lake has become 
a summer home for the loon.  Loons 
often return to the same territory each 
year.  A pair of loons spotted here in 
early spring could easily mean they 
are nesting nearby (ground nests near 
shoreline).
 In 1987 the Common Loon was 
categorized as “threatened” under the 
Michigan DNR Endangered Species 
list.  Therefore, laws are in place to 
protect this rare bird and ensure they 
will be able to continue to survive here.  
The hunting, harassing, wounding, 
trapping or killing of the loon is pun-
ishable by law.

 There are a few things we can do 
to provide a safe haven at Birch Lake.  
Not just for the loon, but other water-
fowl and wildlife as well:
 Stay at least 150 yards away from 
loons or a nesting area. Loons are 
easily stressed. They have difficulty 
walking on land due to the posterior 
position of their legs.  They are expert 
divers and use their webbed feet to 
propel quickly underwater.   If they 
are forced to abandon their nests, the 
eggs become vulnerable to predators, 
lack of warmth and protection.  Cau-
tion should be taken while boating, 
canoeing, kayaking or fishing. Chicks 
swimming with their parents cannot 
dive for safety.
 Check your shoreline and dispose 
of, any fishing line, hooks, and lead 
fishing weights (lead poisoning occurs 
in waterfowl and fish if ingested).  Do 
not feed waterfowl, bread or any other 
food.  This is harmful to the normal 

diet of all wildlife.
 If you spot a loon nesting site, 
please contact me so that I can get 
an MLPA nest warning buoy put into 
place.  If you think a loon has been in-
jured, it is imperative that it be treated 
as quickly as possible, and I will alert 
the appropriate DNR officials.
 Enjoy our visiting loons from a 
distance and listen for their lovely call 
... you will be rewarded!
 Cindy Bernaciak (East Shore), 
call or text 773-401-9191 

Additional Resources:  
Southwest Michigan DNR Wildlife Man-
agement 
269-685-6851

Aimee Pico:  Michigan Licensed Bird 
Rehabilitator (Union) 269-762-006

Michigan Loon Preservation Association 
(MLPA):   Michiganloons.org

The call of the loon
— Birch Lake Special —



— Barker Kids of the Week —

SUSiE tUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

This is Sadie Layne, the new grand daughter of Bob 
and Sandy Baucus (east side). Her PaPa  is very 
smitten with her. Ashlee, (our daughter) Kyle and big 
brother Mason are very happy to add her to the family 
as well as Gaybee, PaPa, Uncle BoBo, Aunt Choo Choo 
and Uncle TT (these are all the names that Mason has 
for us at the age of two).



Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Sue Dufour (east side) with her new great-grandson Harvey 
Reckelhoff, son of her granddaughter Paige Dufour and her 
husband Jamie Reckelhoff. Harvey was born on May 5 and 
is enjoying his first Birch Lake summer!   Congrats to all!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com



— Barker Kids of the Week —

14886 Lake Shore Dr
$395,000

2 bed, 1 bath
48 feet of frontage
turn Key, Sleeps 12 

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

15100 Lake Shore Dr
$340,000

89 feet of frontage
Enjoy this charming 2 bed 1 
bath cottage or tear down 

and build your own.

OUt OF inVEntORY!

LiStingS nEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLing

nOW iS A 
gREAt tiME 

tO LiSt 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELAnO

tODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@theLakeLife.com

Sale Pending 
63276 Birch Road

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker 
Kid of the Week?  Want your dog to 
be a Dog of the Week?  Want your 

lawnmower to be Lawnmower of the 
Week? Just mail your photo (with a 

SASE if you want them back) to Birch 
Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 
49095; put them in a ziplock and stick 
them in the stone mailbox at my home 

(east side), or email them to me at   
SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

KiD-OF-tHE-WEEK PHOtOS

Bill and Bad Patty Luecht (east side) 
recently celebrated 27 years of marital bliss 

on June 8th. 
It was the first time in many years 

they were actually in the same state 
on their anniversary! 

(Maybe that is the reason they made it to #27!!)



Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Want to sell your house?

i HAVE 
BUYERS!

Maybe we should talk ...

Vickie Hall
CELL - 574-849-9957

OFFiCE - 269-641-7928
WillowtreeRealty.com willowtree.vickie@gmail.com

— Barker Kids of the Week —
Susie Kappel, granddaughter of Vickie & Steve Quinlan (west 

side), caught her first baby turtle last Saturday. 



Aries (March 21-April 19) - Mercury is 
going to promote family discussions for your sign. 
Not only that, it will encourage family get-togethers, 
especially to address home repairs. The next few 
weeks are a good time to examine your personal life 
to evaluate whether it is meeting your needs. 
Meanwhile, fair Venus is moving into the most fun 
part of your chart! For the next three weeks, your life 
will have a stronger emphasis on fun, entertainment 
and good times. 

taurus (April 20-May 20) - The next 
few weeks will be a fabulous time for all kinds of 
intellectual activities as well as talking to others and 
meeting new people. Short trips will delight. The 
pace of your days will accelerate because your mind 
is busy and your schedule is full of conversations 
and appointments. Meanwhile, tear yourself away 
from your frantic pace and enjoy redecorating, 
talking with parents and entertaining at home.

gemini (May 21-June 20) - Think about 
whatever you value in life whether it’s material, intel-
lectual or spiritual. You will also be more concerned 
with business and commercial affairs, and you’ll be 
full of moneymaking ideas! Meanwhile, Venus will 
sweeten your words and your daily interactions with 
others and boost your social life, making your world 
busier and more fun! The next three weeks are the 
perfect time to tell someone how much you care.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - Mercury in 
your sign for the next two weeks makes your life 
busy, active, hustling and bustling and at the same 
time, gives you a strong urge to talk. You will be curi-
ous and eager to learn as much as possible. You will 
seek out new faces, situations and ideas. Venus will 
attract money to you in the next three weeks, and at 
the same time will pave the way for excellent finan-
cial negotiations. Admittedly, it will also encourage 
you to part with your money because you want to 
buy gorgeous, beautiful things. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - This is a fabu-
lous week although it has contradictory influences. 
You will enjoy the company of friends and be more 
active with groups and organizations. Meanwhile, 
you will be drawn to study and research. You want 
to explore mystical, spiritual ideas and learn more 
about the unknown. This the perfect week to shop 
for wardrobe treasures.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - You continue 
to look marvelous in the eyes of everyone! Take 
advantage of this and go after what you want. As if 
by magic, you are charmed! Doors will open for you. 
Don’t let this opportunity slip by unused. You want to 
share ideas and discuss future goals. Venus on the 
other hand, beats silently in your heart and attracts 
secret love affairs to you for the next three weeks.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You feel very 
alive this week! Travel plans excite you! Many will 
explore opportunities in publishing, the media, medi-
cine, the law and higher education because you’re 
expanding your world. For the next two weeks, 
Mercury paves the way for you to impress bosses, 
parents, teachers and VIPs. It’s a great time to study 
anything to boost your career. It’s also a favorable 
time to talk to your boss. Meanwhile, Venus encour-
ages smooth relations with friends and clubs. In fact, 
these relations are so warm and cozy, a friend might 
become a lover. This could be complicated. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) - The next 
two weeks are the ideal time to study anything with 
genuine interest and enthusiasm, especially religion, 
politics, higher education, philosophy, metaphysics 
and a deeper appreciation of The Far Side. 
Meanwhile, fair Venus will be crossing the top of 
your chart for the next three weeks making you look 
fabulous in the eyes of bosses and VIPs. You might 
strike up a romance with someone in a position of 
authority because Venus will attract people to you, 
especially someone who wants advice about how to 
make something look more beautiful.

Sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) - 
Remember to get more sleep because you need it. 
Meanwhile, both Mercury and Venus will hype your 
Sagittarian qualities this week. Mercury will prompt 
discussions and negotiations about shared property 
and finances or anything you own jointly with some-
one else in the next few weeks. It’s the perfect time 
to discuss inheritances. Venus will journey through 
the part of your chart that encourages travel for plea-
sure. Grab every chance to travel! Likewise, grab 
every chance to study and learn something new! 
Romance with someone “different” might surface. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You will 
continue to work hard this week because you have 
set yourself high standards. You want to be produc-
tive, efficient and effective. This is a great opportunity 
for you to discuss any difficulties in your closest rela-
tionships. You might have serious, intellectual dis-
cussions or lighthearted bantering debates. Either 
way, you will enjoy conversing. For the next three 
weeks, Venus is in one of your Money Houses 
encouraging gifts, goodies and favors. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - A fantas-
tic week for you because basically, this is a fantastic 
year! It’s your turn to put your name up in lights! This 
month, vacations, playful activities with children, the 
arts, sports and romance are tops on the menu. 
Sexy Mars in your sign makes you aggressive and 
ready to act. Meanwhile, smooth rough edges and 
achieve a warm bond with someone. It’s the best 
position for all relationships, love affairs and profes-
sional partnerships. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Recently 
you’ve been focused on home and family. (You 
might be more involved with a parent.) Reading, 
writing and playing games that require mental agility 
will appeal. You will feel more prankish and playful! 
Choose games that inadvertently educate you while 
you’re having fun. For the next three weeks, Venus 
promotes your good health.

Your Horoscope

the Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.165 
3.5 days since new moon

Sunrise: 6:08 am
Sunset: 9:21 pm

Moonrise: 09:15:00 am
Moonset: no Moonset
Daylight:  15 Hr 15 Min 49 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
How many triangles (one or more segments) 

can you count in this image?

See Answer on the Funnies page



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —
There are 24 triangles.

EXPLANATION: Each of the 
following segments form a 

triangle:
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (8) (9) (10)

(1+2) (1+2+3) (1+2+3+4)
(2+3) (2+3+4) (3+4)

(5+6) (5+6+7+8) (7+8)
(1+2+5+6) (3+4+7+8)

(2+6+9) (3+7+10)
(6+9) (7+10)
(6+7+9+10)



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

”tasty, easy, and impressive! 
Serve with couscous or rice.
throw it in and go jump in the lake.”

Ingredients
 1 pound skinless, boneless chicken 
    breast halves - cut into 2 inch pieces
 4 cloves garlic, chopped
 1 large onion, chopped
 1 (28 ounce) can diced tomatoes
 3 fresh peaches - peeled, pitted, and sliced
 1 (15 ounce) can garbanzo beans, drained
 1 cup chopped dried apricots
 2 teaspoons ground cumin
 1 teaspoon ground ginger
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/2 teaspoon ground coriander
 1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
 2 cups chicken broth
 1 tablespoon cornstarch
 1 tablespoon water
 3 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro
 1/3 cup slivered almonds, toasted

Directions
1. Place chicken in the bottom of a slow cooker. Add the 
garlic, onion, tomatoes, peaches, garbanzo beans, dried 

apricots, cumin, ginger, cinnamon, coriander, and cayenne 
pepper. Pour in the chicken broth. Cook on Low for 5 hours.
2. Remove the chicken and keep warm. Mix the cornstarch 
and water in a small bowl. Stir the cornstarch mixture 
into the slow cooker. Cook on High until the sauce has 
thickened, about 15 minutes. Return the chicken to the 
slow cooker and heat through. Top with fresh cilantro and 
almonds before serving.

Slow Cooker Moroccan Chicken

BiRCH LAKE 
totes Available
Bad Patty 
Luecht has 
Birch Lake 
totes avail-
able at 3 
for $10 or 
$4 each. 
Totes are 
great for 
gifts, gro-
ceries or 
anyone 
that 
LOVES 
Birch Lake!

to get your totes, contact 
Bad Patty (east side) at 

476-2615



it’s been a busy week of staff train-
ing and getting camp prepared for 
our first group of campers! The 

staff have been spending lots of time 
working on teambuilding, learning 
policies and procedures, setting up 
their cabins and activity areas, and 
practicing how to handle many differ-
ent situations that may arise during 
the summer. 
 We’ve been wrapping up a bunch 
of different projects this week. The 
Welcome Center project is nearly 
complete, and we hope to be all moved 
in there by early next week. Our 
camp Ranger has been finishing a re-
model of the bathroom in Main Lodge 
for our staff members, which will 
make the staff very happy! And we’ve 
been cleaning up cabins, making re-
pairs, and getting everything looking 
nice for the first group of kids. 
 Our first group of campers is set 
to arrive on Sunday afternoon! We are 
expecting 108 campers for this first 
session of camp – our largest Session 
1 ever! It will be an exciting way to 
start the summer.
 Every year, we do a special 
ceremony with the kids who attend 
the first session of camp, and many 

lake residents come out to see it. For 
years, on the night of the first Council 
Fire (closing ceremony) of the season, 
we have had Princess Tannadoonah 
arrive in a canoe to light the fire. We 
are changing that a little bit this year, 
and having Princess Tannadoonah 
light our very first camp fire of the 
season (on Sunday night), rather than 
our first Council Fire of the season. 
It just seemed to make more sense 
to have a ceremonial opening of the 
camp season, instead of a ceremonial 
opening of the first closing ceremony 
of the season! 
 So if you want to see Princess 
Tannadoonah arrive in her canoe to 
light the first camp fire of the sea-
son, that will take place around 8:30 
pm on this Sunday evening (June 
17), down at the camp waterfront. 
Campers will gather around the pier, 
listen to the Legend of Tannadoonah, 
witness the lighting of the first fire, 
and sing camp songs. 
 The theme for the first session 
of camp this year is a new one for 
us – it’s “Secret Agent Adventures.” 
Our staff have planned some really 
interesting activities to fit the theme, 
including a CSI class, a codebreakers 

class (which will include a escape 
room activity on the last day), and 
an evening program called Spies and 
Smugglers. It should be an interest-
ing and exciting week! 
 We’re up to a total of 888 campers 
registered for the summer – which is 
slightly ahead of last year on this date 
(we had 875 last year on this date), 
and hopefully we’re on track to hit our 
goal of 990 campers for the year. If 
you have a child / grandchild / rela-
tive / friend / neighbor who is inter-
ested in attending camp this summer, 
we DO still have spots available for 
many of our sessions between now 
and the middle of August. 
 We are also still short a few staff 
members (both male and female), and 
are looking for a few more counselors 
to round out our crew for the summer. 
Cabin counselors must be at least 17 
years old. If you know anyone who 
might be interested, please send them 
our way! Even if they’re only avail-
able for a few weeks, we’re happy to 
have the extra hands. 
 Hope to see you all at the Spa-
ghetti Dinner on Saturday!

~Miss Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
First campers arrive Sunday



FOR SALE
two Birch Lake, South Side proper-
ties. Incredible Views. 14948 & 14991 Birch 
Lakeshore Dr. 14948, 184 ft of Lake frontage, 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bath plus office. 14991 3 bedrooms, 2 bath 
plus a 1600 sq ft heated garage. Too many amenities 
to list. Contact Dick Bender for more info at 574-596-
8724.

Classic 1973 Century Resorter 19’ 
Boat. New Upholstery, Paint, Reinforced Boat 
Cover, and Carpet, 225HP, V8. $5,000. Power Shore 
Station also available with boat purchase for $1,000. 
Call Tom Rogers (Cove) 476-2383.

2 Yamaha Waverunners.  Both are 2007.  
FXHO has less than 150 hours, FX Cruiser has less 
than 150 hours. Both units are 3 passenger. FXHO is 
160 horsepower, FX Cruiser is 140 horsepower. 
Package deal includes a single trailer for both waverun-
ners, 2 lifts for the waverunners as well as covers for 
both.  These have been maintained by local dealers. 
Complete package price is $12,500.00.  Call Bob 
Groszek, South Side at 1- 219-384-9291. 

4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole barn for test 
rides).  Contact the Kings at 476-2128.

Double Vanity Sink with white cabi-
nets and carrara marble top. A 2100 
value, your’s for best offer available. Contact Angela 
561-603-5522

Motorola Modem: Brand new modem compat-
ible with xfinity. Idea for a ranch with walk out. Best 
offer available. Contact Angela 561-603-5522.

60x40 solid oak table with two matching 
15” leaves to make table 75 or 90 inches long.  Table 
pads to fit complete table.  Two upholstered captain 
chairs and four upholstered regular chairs. Call 574-
215-5902 or 574-215-3339 to see it.

1950s Heywood Wakefield desk 
with chair. Solid maple. $100 OBO.  Call 574-
215-5902 to see.

FOR REnt
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? Check out renting 
the most inexpensive but cutest and best-located 
rental in the Villages, Florida at ourhom-
e4rent.com/cjp

WAntED
Looking for a place to rent.  I’m Steve, 
the new Assistant Camp Director and After School 
Assistant Program Director at Camp Tannadoonah and 
new to the area. I’m a responsible, non-smoking, tidy 
29-year-old. Since I live at Camp during the summer, I 
could even vacate during the prime season. 989-430-
8544

SERViCES
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zip-
pers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy at 476-
9317

If you are in need of yard work or animal 
care this summer call Claire Brovold at 1(574) 323-

3683.
FOUnD

Wooden boat stand (for Sunfish, kayak or 
other) floated up in northeast corner during a wind 
storm a couple weeks ago.  Come get it in front of 
Klappauf/Gaik homes.

Orange Cat.  Avery friendly orange cat has been 
hanging out at camp the past few weeks. Seems to be 
very good at hunting, but loves human company too! If 
you are missing a cat, please let us know! Call Amber 
at 574-315-0227

turtle raft - washed 
up on the south shore. 
Call the Welch’s at 574-
286-2890.

A kayak paddle 
washed ashore last week.  If you have lost one, please 
call 476-2744 to identify and claim it.

LOSt
Blue plastic paddle boat seat back. 
Contact Grundys on East Side if found. 574-315-0217.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
CLASSiFiED ADS 

Classified ads in the Birch 
Barker are free to BLyC 

members, $5 for everyone else.  
Send your ads to me at 

sailorphil@philvitale.com

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt, Treasurer

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 it’s time to pay your 2018 dues 

it’S A nEW YEAR!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!



2018 BLYC Officers 
Commodore: Karen Curtis-Miller 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 574-261-6712
Vice Commodore: Angela Bergan 

berganfsu@aol.com, 561-603-5522
Deb Spratt treasurer (N) ...................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) ............476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Pat Mcgann Fleet Captain (E) ......574-532-5377

pat@mcgannhay.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) ..........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) .......................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ....................................... 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S) ..................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WAtER qUALitY COMMittEE
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


